Tranent Parish Church

Spring 2022
www.tranentparishchurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/tranentparishchurch

Church Services

This page of Contact usually has a list of all the services in the Care
Homes in Tranent. We hope that these will be able to restart soon.

The next edition of Contact will be out before the Summer.
Contributions should be sent by Tuesday 7th June 2022.
Robin and Sheila

From our Minister
Dear Friends,
One of the pleasures of moving to a new house with a
garden is to be surprised by what you see growing up in
the Spring. Looking out of the Manse kitchen window, I
have noticed two or three small daffodils appearing, just poking their
heads out from under a bush. I have been weeding and clearing out a
circular flower bed and have discovered what I think maybe a large patch
of strawberry plants - I hope that I am right. I will need to wait and see
and, who knows what else I may discover.
At this time, though, I remember that the green shoots of growing plants
will be appearing in many other countries too, in Ukraine, and in Russia.
Both these countries grow wheat and make provision for the feeding of
the world. The life which God gives us in His creation, can remind us of
our common humanity, even amongst great suffering.
I think that in our difficult and uncertain times we need to hold fast to
that. It is being able to see what we have in common, instead of how we
differ, which changes things, bringing with it the hope of peace.
How can we do that here and now in our own lives?
As always, look to Jesus and follow his example. As I write, we are in the
season of Lent. Jesus is alone in the wilderness, suffering from a lack of
food and water and being tempted by a voice to make “me first” choices.
He overcomes this testing after forty days, to come out of the wilderness
to join people again, making a costly “being with you” choice.
As I hear more of the stories of times gone by in Tranent and Elphinstone,
I am struck by the strong sense of community and of the “being with you”
choices which people made. Many of those were about sharing food with
neighbours when it was scarce, but they were also about young people
having the freedom and space to share time together outside.
As we look to the future/

As we look to the future, we can choose again to nurture even more
strongly the shoots of communal living. What is important is not to give
an absolute priority to tending my own garden, if I have one, but to tend
the things which we can share in life together.
The church is working on plans for a Contemplative Garden for everyone
at the Church Hall and for a shared Community Lunch to mark the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee.
In early April, we are holding an Outdoor Church in Polson Park where we
hope to explore and enjoy that space and time together, sharing what we
notice in God’s gift of nature around us.
On 17th April the church will celebrate Easter Day. Whatever is happening
in the world and in our own lives on this day, we will rejoice in the
resurrection of Jesus and the gift of new life for ever, offered to us all,
through Him.
Please join us.
Every blessing,
Katherine

Church Family
New member
Rev Dr Ann Allison
Mr James Allison
Rev Russell McLarty
Deaths “Nothing can separate us from the Love of God”
17 Jan 2022
Mr James Mark
Feb 2022

Mr William Weatherhead

21 Feb 2022

Mrs Margaret Muirhead

Tranent Parish Church Guild
It has been such an up and down time lately. We expected
our Minister to come and speak to us on January 8th and also
Jim Dodds on the 22nd to entertain us with some Scottish
music, but this wasn’t to be. Guidelines were changed again.
However things got back to a bit of normality in February when we had
movement to music lead by Wendy on the 8thFebruary.No leotards were
apparent but certainly some creaks and groans were heard.
At our next meeting Margaret Muir, the Guild’s
National Convener came to our meeting. Such a
friendly lady who gave us some background
information on the area she conferred in her time
in office and how
she was enjoying
meeting so many
guild members.
March has us looking forward to a visit
from the Pioneers to tell us about their
work in Asia helping people to become
more independent and set up their own businesses based on chocolate.
Then we have Laurie Brett once again with some photographs from his
extensive portfolio.
In April we are lucky enough to have the Minister and Mr Dodds
reschedule their time with us; hopefully this time there will be no more
restrictions.
If there is a speaker coming to the Guild that anyone is interested in,
please feel free to come and hear what they have to say. You will be
made most welcome.
Kathleen Gilmer
President, Tranent Guild.

Getting to Know You.

Two years ago, in the Spring 2020 issue we began a series featuring the
diverse contribution made by those in the church family in various roles
to feature the contribution they make and to show how in contributes to
our mission. Lockdown put this into suspension but with us moving towards
the “new normal” and church activities resuming at last; now is a good time
to revive this feature. To start the ball rolling our recently ordained
Minister, Katherine, is in the hot seat.
Can you sum up in a few sentences what being a minister involves?
The most obvious thing is preparing for and leading worship on a Sunday
and conducting funerals, baptisms and weddings. The foundation of all
this though is relationships – so it involves conversation with God and
other people, which means more listening than speaking for me. I believe
that God has a story for the world and we are part of that story. We have
God’s love and help to live our lives with the assurance that in the end, all
will be well, even if we struggle at the moment. Ministry is about being
with people, as we find our place in that story as a community, being
hopeful for the future without ignoring the reality of today and exploring
new ways of church life. For me, it means keeping an eye out for glimpses
of heaven on earth and sharing them!
What was the path that lead you to the Ministry?
I grew up in the Church of Scotland. I was baptised as a baby in Edinburgh
and then grew up attending Sunday School and Bible Class in Scone New
Parish Church. I left home to study in Edinburgh aged 18 and didn’t return
to the church until my early thirties. It was only when I gave up work as
a lawyer to look after my children full time, that I became more involved
in the life of my local Parish Church, Duddingston Kirk. The weekly Parent
and Toddler Group was the place that led me to Bible Study and prayer,
leading the Sunday Club and eldership.
What prompted you to apply to study to be a Minister?
A notice in the church hall welcoming people to an Enquirers Conference.
I looked at it for two years before attending.

In what ways did you feel God guiding you to this?
I experienced what I would call an internal prompting to explore ministryof any kind- which simply would not go away. In the end, I spoke about it
to a trusted friend and my Minister and they supported my application to
go and find out more. Then when I went to the Enquirers Conference, I
felt that I was in the right place. As I went through all the different
stages of selection, I had the same feeling of being in the right place and
among friends. Doors opened instead of closing.
How do you envisage leading us in working together to spread the good
news of Jesus here today?
I hope to do this by encouraging people to live out the creative power of
the Holy Spirit which is in every one of us. I believe we each have unique
gifts, which, when supported and used, and shared with others, naturally
grow and attract other people. I think that the good news of Jesus
spreads when folk can see it working in what we do. I prefer not to lead
from the front so much because I hold fast to the idea of the ministry
of all believers. We are all leaders in our own experience of God. We can
share that genuinely.
How can we all play our part in this vital task?
I think that God works outside the church as well as inside it. Sunday
worship is a gathering of Jesus’ followers who are sent out to follow Him
into the world again. Part of this for me means remembering that God is
at work in people who have no church connection. Keep up with people and
interests outside as well as inside the church. Be open and welcoming to
the blessings of new people and possibilities which unexpectedly interrupt
our days. Keep praying. Speak positively about our church life together.

Before we finish anything else you wish to add?
There is something special about Parish ministry. Tranent Parish Church
is here for everyone in the Parish, whether they worship on a Sunday or
not. I have found this to be true in the stories of people I have met so
far. There are living connections to the congregation which may go back
many years but they are remembered and important. There is an invisible
as well as a visible congregation in this place.

Easter Activities

Can you colour these
pictures

How many words of
three or more letters
can you make from
EASTER?
(My laptop tells me
there might be over60!)

Prayer for Peace in Ukraine

O God, the refuge and strength of all,
You hold the people of Ukraine in the palm of your hand.
The name of each person there,
Is written on your heart.
In the darkness of invasion
And in the mire of political machinations,
Spread we pray, the light of hope and of justice
And of peace.
Encourage those who are frightened,
To find strength in you
And in those around them Near and far.
Help the worldwide family of nations
To respond in love
With outstretched hearts,
Open minds,
And with too, the wisdom needed
to effect a peace that lasts.
Save us we pray,
From not caring enough.
For your Son's sake.

Banana Box Charity
This charity sends Porridge to Malawi in Banana Boxes hence the name.
But the children eat their porridge with a stick or a leaf (can be dirty
sticks and leaves) and the charity are asking for desert spoons to enable
the children to enjoy their porridge.
I have received quite a few spoons and I am very grateful to the folks
donating them.
We are still continuing to accept spoons.
Wilma Hannah

Finance

Tranent Parish Church finished 2021 in the black. It is because you all
gave regularly, thoughtfully and willingly that we had a small surplus at
the end of December even though normal worship and church life was
disrupted due to the continuing Covid pandemic, so first and foremost, a
very big thank you to everybody who gave, and to God on whom we
ultimately rely.
The fact that the Church of Scotland reduced our allocation by £5,400
was another factor. This was a one-off reduction due to COVID. In 2022
the allocation returns to the pre – pandemic levels. From our income we
are given an allocation we must pay to the Church of Scotland. This
accounts for 63% of our income and allows the Church of Scotland to pay
ministerial salaries and the wider work of the church. Our allocation does
not cover full ministerial costs, so we are actually helped by other
churches who have larger incomes. 21% of the income you give is spent
on our buildings to include repairs and maintenance, insurance, heating and
lighting etc and 5% for Organist and Cleaner costs. Around 2% was spent
on local mission work while the remainder covers various minor
expenditure relating to the vacancy, flowers etc.
The Budget for this year currently indicates a deficit around £6,400 as
this includes the full allocation to the Church of Scotland and we no longer
benefit from shared costs for the manse. We are fortunate that we are
part of the Church of Scotland fixed price energy until 2023 so should
be protected from the steep rises in energy we are all experiencing.
Everyone’s circumstances are different and we are all aware of increasing
costs for all aspects of daily living but we do ask for your continued
support in giving generously for the mission and ministry of Tranent
Parish Church in Tranent and Elphinstone so that we can play our part in
God’s mission.
The Fabric & Finance Team

The One we can trust
You Lord are The One we can trust,
From the day we are born until we turn to dust.
You send earthly angels, as friends we turn to,
But the real help we need is You.
Life can be oh so good as we live day by day,
We forget who to thank as we go our sweet way.
Then, bam!! Something awful falls in our path,
And we run to You to help us out of the mudbath.
Lord God, thank You for all that You are,
And if we hold on tightly You will take our faith far.
So forgive our shortcomings and lack of thought,
Just help us remember what You have taught.
Catherine Findlay(Feb2022)

Accounts
The AGM of the Tranent Parish Church will be held after the service on
8th May.
The accounts are here so you can see where the money comes for and
what it is used for.

Your Contacts
Minister

Rev Katherine Taylor
KTaylor@churchofscotland.org.uk

880011 (manse)
07467 129365

Session Clerk Mr John Greig
john@tranentparishchurch.co.uk
Treasurer
Pamela McGowan
Unitary Team Convenors
Worship & Education Team
Fabric and Finance Team
David Menzies
Outreach and Wider World Team
Pastoral Team
Jane Pow
Roll Keeper

Dr Linda Ingham

Freewill Offering and Gift Aid Convener Dr Linda Ingham
Family & Youth Development Worker
vacant
Church officer team - contact Wilma Hannah
Hall Lets Convenor - David Menzies
lets@tranentparishchurch.co.uk
Editors of Contact Robin and Sheila Strain

Your elder
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