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Tranent Parish Church
Introduction
Due to the answering of a call to Hospice chaplaincy by our previous minister
of 6 years, Tranent Parish Church finds itself in vacancy during one of the
most difficult periods of our national history. We are an active, willing and
able congregation ready to seek what God has in store for us as we journey
on.

Mission Statement
Our primary task as a Church is to be a witness to Jesus Christ, pointing to
Him as Saviour and Lord and achieving this by:
• Welcoming others into our fellowship.
• Building them up in the faith through our commitment to Prayer and
Bible Study.
• Providing an opportunity for all to use their talent, abilities and spiritual
gifts.
• Going out into the community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Basis of call
Lothian Presbytery has given permission to call a minister without restriction
(24 Sept 2020). Prospective ministers must undertake that, if required by
Presbytery Planning in the future, they will agree to participate in collaboration
with another local parish.
The Kirk Session voted not to discuss the option of departing from the
Church’s traditional doctrine on human sexuality and therefore automatically
do not depart from customary practice.
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Parish, Town and Congregation
The Parish
Tranent Parish is situated 10 miles east of Edinburgh and is
bordered by the Parishes of Gladsmuir and Longniddry to
the east, Musselburgh to the west, Cockenzie and Port Seton
to the north and Ormiston to the south. The parish includes
the village of Elphinstone and is the second largest in Lothian
Presbytery.

The Town
Tranent is one of the oldest towns in East Lothian, with coal mining being of central importance
from the 12th century to about 30 years ago. The town has a population of around 12,200 plus 580
in Elphinstone (2019 figures) and, with the rapid development of privately owned, local authority and
housing association property, this figure is on the increase.
Tranent is located in pleasant countryside,
with excellent beaches nearby.
The town is popular with commuters
and is served by a good road network, an
excellent bus service and railway stations at
Prestonpans and Wallyford, all offering quick
links to Edinburgh city centre and surrounding
areas. There are good educational facilities for
children, from nursery to secondary, and two
new primary schools have been built to serve the expanding population. Tranent’s shops cater for all
daily requirements with two supermarkets, a bank, a library, a sports centre with a swimming pool and
a health centre.

The Congregation
We are the only Church of Scotland
congregation in Tranent and we represent
over a thousand years of continuous
worship on or near the site of the present
church. Legend has a chapel being founded
here by missionary monks in the 8th century,
associated with the work established at
Lindisfarne by St Cuthbert. It was supposedly
dedicated to St Martin of Tours.
Following the Reformation, the last Roman
Catholic priest, Stephen Moffat, demitted in
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favour of the first minister, Thomas Cranstoun, in 1562. At that time practically the whole Church of
Scotland reformed. Our church has experienced a number of significant changes, witnessed history
and many ministries throughout its time (please see our website for a detailed history). At one point,
in common with much of Scotland, there were several reformed churches in Tranent. Following the
1929 union there were 3 but the final union took place in 1980 and created the Tranent Parish Church
and Parish we know today.
The Church roll currently has 191 members and 19 adherents. There are 14 (active) elders on the
Kirk Session and 24 members of the Unitary teams.

Baptisms Weddings and Funerals
During the tenure of our previous Minister (2014 - 2020) we admitted 43 people to membership.
In the period 2017 - 2020 (inclusive) there were 13 baptisms, 3 weddings and 127 funerals (many of
these were aided by pastoral assistants).

Worship
In normal times there is a Sunday Service in Tranent at 11am.
Children join in the first part of the service before leaving for the
J-Club (Sunday school) in the upper room. Attendance figures at
services have varied but range from 65+ week to week.
We have a regular organist and use mainly Mission Praise, Junior
Praise and CH4 in our worship but have utilised newer worship
material in the last few years. Some members play musical
instruments and accompany praise at times. An Audio-Visual
system is operated by a team who put together the hymns, readings,
video or film clips, illustrations etc for use during services. They
have also prepared online services during the pandemic, shown on
YouTube, the church website and Facebook.
Members of the congregation assist in various ways: some
by reading Bible passages or leading Prayer (there are active rotas for both of these, with several
participants) and some of our elders have completed presbytery approved Worship Leadership
courses and have led worship on a number of occasions.
We also have a monthly ‘All Age Worship’ service, sometimes led by our ‘All Age Worship’ team and a
crèche facility is available if required.
We are flexible and tolerant in the format of our services and look to create a balance that will ensure
that everyone attending has the freedom to worship in a way that suits them. Services have become
a mix of informal and formal and occasionally have contained drama illustrations.
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Following our services on a Sunday we
serve tea and coffee in the Gathering
Area and encourage people to join us
for a time of fellowship, recognising
that it is a time to build and nurture
relationships.
Our website and Facebook pages keep
everyone up to date with events and
since the COVID 19 pandemic we have
published our services online every
week on our YouTube channel and
website.
Visitors have said that they found the Church ‘very welcoming and friendly’ and have commented that
we are great singers!
There are four Communion services each year and we welcome children who are present to celebrate
and participate in Communion with us. There has also been in the past a very popular monthly house
group for new members. Services (often elder-led) are also held at the 2 sheltered housing complexes
and 2 care homes in Tranent.
The Church magazine, ‘Contact’, is distributed four
times a year to all members. We have also had an annual
congregational summer outing to a Country Park in
Midlothian and for a number of years the minister has
hosted a congregational Manse BBQ. An ad hoc gardening
team have enjoyed keeping the church hall gardens in order
- as much a social occasion as a practical one.

Pastoral Care
We have an active and effective pastoral care team assisting the minister visiting the housebound, the
sick, hospitals, nursing homes, undertaking post bereavement visits, and also assisting
with home communion. They take flowers to people recovering from illness or
who are experiencing difficult situations. They also organise the Church and Ross
High School Christmas gifts to the housebound in the congregation. Occasionally
neighbours or friends of a member of the congregation are taken to visit them in
hospital or a care home or a member may be taken out for a coffee to a local café.
Church ‘greetings cards’ have been printed which are sent on special Birthdays,
special Anniversaries and on bereavement to members of the congregation.
Recently, due to COVID-19 restrictions, the team have organised a weekly “phone
in” coffee morning and members normally visited have been telephoned on a regular basis.
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Prayer
Prayer is a huge part of our lives here at Tranent Parish Church. We are dedicated to
the value of prayer for all aspects of our world. When physically allowed we join an
Ecumenical prayer & Bible study group that meets in the Salvation Army hall every
second Friday run by one of our members and we also have a very popular meeting
at 8am on a Saturday which is hosted by one of our elders. During the pandemic this
has continued via Zoom on a Wednesday evening.

Guild
A Branch of the Guild meets every second week from October to April.
It has approximately 25 members who enjoy the friendship and fellowship of the meetings
and supporting the work of our Church.

Constitutional Structure
We operate on a Unitary structure with four teams, who report to the Kirk Session:
• Worship & Education
• Outreach & Wider World
• Fabric & Finance
• Pastoral Care

Youth & Family Worker
This part time post (0.5 FTE) is currently vacant; Lothian Presbytery
has indicated a willingness in principle to fill the post, which may be
shared with other churches in the cluster. In the past this post has
been a tremendous boon to outreach.
When COVID restrictions allow we would hope to resume Messy
Church meetings monthly during term time and holiday clubs at
appropriate times. We have good relationships with the other
Churches in Tranent, with occasional joint services.
The minister and youth and family worker act as chaplains to Ross
High School and the three primary schools.
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Community Links
A number of community groups utilise the church hall premises and have strong links with the church.
We have very strong and historic links and chaplaincies with our four local schools: Sanderson’s Wynd
Primary School which includes the Hub (a facility for those with disabilities and additional support
needs),Windygoul Primary School, Elphinstone Primary School and Ross High School. In recent years
we have had a Chaplaincy challenge with our primary aged children based on various themes and we
have worked with our High School at Christmas in supporting our elderly and lonely in the parish
during the season.There are several Christian congregations in Tranent (Roman Catholic, Independent
Churches, Salvation Army, and a linked Methodist Church located in Cockenzie). We share very good
relations and though there is no formal “Tranent Churches Together” group we do collaborate on
some joint ventures throughout the year.
We also have good relationships with several other local groups including the Community Council
and we work collaboratively with them on some ventures throughout the year, most notably
Remembrance Sunday and Christmas. We have regular collections for East Lothian Food Bank and
support the Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal at Christmas.

Outreach & Wider World
Once a week an “Open House” is held in the hall, offering free refreshments and a place to develop
friendships. Around half of those who attend regularly are non-churchgoers. We
try to have a regular input in the local newspaper (East Lothian Courier) and events
such as concerts and open days are held. Annual ‘Peace Hope & Light’ services for
those bereaved in the community have been well attended. In 2018 we produced
an outreach ‘flyer’ which was distributed to every house in Tranent and Elphinstone.
We are twinned and have regular contact with with a parish in Rimbick, North India,
and have twinned our three church toilets with WCs in Asia, Africa and Central
America.

Stewardship and Finance
From 2016 our income increased by 13.5% with resultant increased
Ministry & Mission contributions for the wider work of the Church of
Scotland. We have also met all the necessary expenditure for the day to
day running of the church, achieved by the congregation’s regular giving.
In addition we have contributed to specific special community projects.
Although income reduced in 2020 due to COVID 19 and there being
no church services for a large part of the year, we were able to meet all
commitments using only a small sum from our reserves.
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Buildings
All buildings are in a good condition with necessary repairs and renewals undertaken when required
and all Safety Certificates are up to date.

Church
The parish church (photo on front page) lies on the northern edge of the town and was reconstructed
internally in 1953 and modernised in 2011 to provide a welcome / gathering area at the rear, servery
and toilets along with a new upper room which is used for small services, Sunday school and other
meetings. There is a lift to the upper level.

Church Hall
The church hall, a Georgian building built in 1830, lies
nearer the centre of the town and was created from
the former Wishart St Andrew’s church.
As well as a large hall, there is a smaller meeting hall
and kitchens on both floors. The church hall is used
by both the congregation and a number of other
community groups (Scouting, Guiding, AA, Jo Jingles
and others).

Manse
The spacious manse is
situated within the new
housing developments to
the south of the town and
is adjacent to a bus route
to Edinburgh. The manse
is of modern construction
and comprises a bay
windowed lounge and
study to the front, with
a dining room and dining
kitchen complete with
integrated white goods, utility room and toilet on the ground floor with 4 bedrooms (2 en-suite)
and family bathroom on the first floor. There is gas central heating and double glazing. The secluded
enclosed garden to the rear is laid mostly to grass and the property has a double garage.
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Development
In November 2017, our Kirk Session took the decision to embark on ‘Path of Renewal’, a movement
within the Church of Scotland which seeks to support and encourage congregations as they reflect
on how they operate in terms of discipleship and mission. One of the noticeable effects of Path of
Renewal has been the ‘culture of experimentation’ which has developed within the congregation:
more people are willing to try something new and to use their gifts, especially in the area of leading
worship. There is a new focus also on our connection to nature/creation and outdoor worship, with
two Contemplative Nature Walks taking place in 2019 as well as a deeper involvement in the Eco
Congregations movement.
We are working to meet the challenges of being a small congregation in an expanding community.
We are open to spiritual leadership and direction. As a team, with our minister and youth and family
worker, and with God’s help, we work towards achieving His purpose in Tranent and in the wider
community.

Further information
More can be found on our website: www.tranentparishchurch.co.uk,
our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/tranentparishchurch)
Online services can be seen on our YouTube channel (Tranent Parish Church of Scotland).

Contacts
Informal enquiries to the Interim Moderator:
Revd Dr Suzanne G Fletcher Tel: 07973 960544

email: sfletcher@churchofscotland.org.uk

Applications with CV and details of two referees to the Clerk to the Nominating Committee:
Mr Connor Macfadyen
Tel: 07445 379441
email: connormacfadyen@googlemail.com
Thank you for taking the time to read the Parish Profile which we hope gives you a taste of the life
and worship of Tranent Parish Church. We ask you to prayerfully consider if God is calling you to be
our minister. We also ask that you pray for us as a congregation in this time of vacancy.

Notes

